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SECONDARY IMPLEMENTATION

Secondary schools include the same set of essential components as the MTSS
system commonly implemented in elementary schools but the actual
strategies for implementation may look very different due to secondary
school’s unique culture, structure, and organization .

MTSS decisions at the Tier 1 level are focused on balancing the needs of the 
entire student population and  the resources available to meet those needs. 
Critical areas for schools to examine include identification of student needs 
and the effectiveness of the instruction that all students receive every day. 
We cannot intervene our way out of a Tier 1 instruction problem!

Best Practices at the Secondary Level

Creates a school-based team whose responsibility is
to monitor student performance and effectiveness of
instruction at all tiers

Uses common instructional  practices consistently across
the content areas.

Implements with integrity evidence-based practices that
support literacy development for adolescent readers
address the needs of learners with substantial reading
deficits

Purposeful, common planning is prioritized, with identified
and monitored goals, in order for teachers to
collaboratively plan standards-based instruction
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Guiding Questions for Discussion
What is working well with regard to MTSS planning and
implementation at the  secondary level?

Which of the above best practices does district have the most
difficulty implementing?  Why?

What questions about secondary implementation do you have for
the group?

Notes
Note important take-aways or information shared by other districts you don't want to forget
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Integration of Universal Design for Learning principles 
within all tiers.

Align intervention support with Tier 1 instruction so that 
the intervention directly reinforces rather than supplants

Focus on using reading and writing to support motivation 
and engagement

Create an environment wherein student data is actively 
used, reviewed and tracked to make short-term (daily 
formative assessments) and long-term (unit, benchmark, 
and interim assessments) instructional decisions.

Create and utilize an Early Warning System which 
includes key factors known to affect student achievement 
and is accessible to all stakeholders
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